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2nd September 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The latest guidance from the Government for parents, ‘What parents and carers need to know 
about early years providers, schools and colleges during COVID-19’ is now available. Please 
refer to the link below:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-
early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-
update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-
colleges  
 
 
Headlines for September: 
 
1.  Schools are no longer required to keep children in consistent groups (bubbles) 
2.  Schools are no longer required to trace close contacts of a positive case – this work 
 will be carried out by NHS Test and Trace 
3.  Children at school are no longer required to self-isolate if they are identified as a 
 close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS 
 Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and 
 advised to take a PCR test.  Please see the attached letter from the Local Authority 
 regarding changes to contact tracing. 
 
 
Please note that if there is an outbreak in our school, or if Thurton is in an enhanced response 
area, we might be advised that some control measures need to be temporarily reintroduced. 
 

School attendance is mandatory and the usual rules continue to apply, including: 

 a parent’s duty to ensure that their child attends regularly at school, where the child is 
 a registered pupil at school 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 
 the ability for schools and local authorities to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty 
 notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct 
 

 
We will continue to have some control measures in place: 
 
1.  Ensuring good hygiene for everyone 
2.  Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes 
3.  Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated 
4.  Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases 
 of COVID-19 
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Initially, we will continue with some of the procedures currently in place: 
 
1.  We will continue to stagger start and finish times at school and maintain the one way 
 system (see below) 
2.  Children will continue to wear their PE kit to school on a Monday and Friday 
3. Parents and Carers will only be permitted entry into school via the main entrance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents/Carers of Reception Children 
If your child is starting in reception, please note that your child’s first three days of school will 
finish at 11:45am, and they will not need to wear their PE Kit on their first day as the session is 
in the afternoon.  Please walk around the playground and collect using the one-way system (as 
per their transition afternoons). 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support over the past 
year and look forward to seeing you next week. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr J Barber 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


