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Welcome! 
So after eight weeks the holidays are here. Hopefully the weather is kind to us and that lots of Autumn colour is around. 

Have a super break! 

  

Next term at Thurton Monday 5th– 9th November 

This is what’s happening at Thurton Primary first week back…  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

In school event    Yrs 5&6 Energy 

Busters 

 

Lunchtime    Choir  

After school   EA Tennis  

 

 Gardening Club and 

Multisports – please 

check on first week 

back 

 

Birthdays and Awards  

Birthday wishes to Verity and Kate, who will be celebrating their special days the first week back after half term. 
 

Crime Scene 
On Tuesday morning, I was horrified to find my wellies “missing”, especially with the impending bad weather today. I set the 

children in year 5/6 the task of finding the clues to help return my diamante wellies as I was interviewing and couldn’t look 

for them. I was so impressed that they were able to find footprints in some flour that had been spilt and many more clues. 

By lunchtime they had found the culprit who still says that she was framed. However, this experience has helped the 

children write some amazing stories this week. Well done! Mr Barber tells me that they will be in a book by Christmas so 

watch this space! 

 

UN day 
The children in years 3-6 had a wonderful morning on Wednesday learning about the United Nations. Some of their work is 

in the KS2 library showing the UNICEF Rights of the Child. Well done for a fab morning and thanks to Mr Barber and Miss 

Banham for the interesting way you were both able to teach the mixed classes about this really important document. 

 

Dinosaur Park 
The children had a wonderful time at the Dinosaur Park on Thursday. It was lovely to see the Reception children on their 

first ever trip out on a bus and with friends, going to the dinosaur park meant it wasn’t so scary for some of the children 

who had been there before. For some of the children it was their first full day at school! Well done! Thank you to Mrs Pratt 

and Mrs Whittle for organising this lovely day. 

 

Fun Run 
All the children finally completed their fun run this week. Well done! The monies that they raise will be put into a little 

budget for the children to use throughout the year to buy what is decided on in the whole school, school council. In their 

last meeting, the children asked if they could have some equipment to use in the front playground for quiet games or acting. 

Please could you return any slips and monies as soon as possible please, and thank you for the support that has been given. 

 

Residential Meeting Update 
We had a successful meeting on Wednesday after school in regards to the Years 3 & 4 residential to Horstead. Thank you 

for all who attended. Please look out for letters which will be sent home today, confirming the visit. 
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New Lunch Menus 
Please check out our new school dinner menus on the school website.  

 

Photos in entrance hall 
The new school photos are hanging in the entrance hall for everyone to see. You will even be able to pick out your own 

children in the large ones, as the ones you received at home this week are tiny! If you would like school photos please return 

your forms by the Monday 12th of November so that they can be sent off and be back before Christmas. 

 

Thanks to Linda 
Thank you to Linda Farrow for being such an amazing Midday supervisor at the school for many years! You will be missed but 

all of us at lunchtimes (the staff are happy to be able to see you after school when you are cleaning). The children 

presented some flowers and a card at the beginning of lunchtime and of course there was the Thurton cheer, hip hip 

hooray! 

 

Clerical assistant 
Firstly, I wish to thank Natasha Lyster for covering the office for the last half term. She has done a wonderful job. 

On Tuesday, we interviewed a very high caliber of applicants for the clerical assistant post and were able to appoint Mrs 

Julie Reynolds who currently also works in the office of Broadland High School. She will be starting with us the first week 

after the holidays. I’m sure you will all make her welcome and of course, let her know who you are and who you are related 

to. Is it is a little daunting when starting at a new school. 

I wish to thank Mrs Pratt and the school council members from years 3 to 6 who also interviewed the three candidates. 

Their input was influential on the final outcome!  

 

Article in Beccles and Bungay last week – written by Alicia 
Well done to Alicia in year 6, her article about No Pens Wednesday was published in full in the Beccles and Bungay last 

Friday! A copy is on the hall doors. 

 

Learning conferences 
This year, the staff will be writing shorter school reports three times during the year. At the end of the year, we will be 

asking if this has been successful and if you would like us to continue the following year. School reports will be given to 

parents at the learning conferences, which are then consequently at the end of each term. The dates for the learning 

conferences are as follows for you to put on your calendar, with letters and slips regarding booking times for these going 

out a couple weeks before: 

Term 1: 

1.30 – 3.15 Foundation, Year 1 and 2 3rd December 

3.30 – 6.00 All classes 

1.30 – 3.15 Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 4th December 

3.30 – 6.00 All classes 

1.30 – 3.15 All classes 11th December 

3.30 – 6.00 All classes 
Term 2 – 25th, 26th and 27th of March 

Term 3 – 1st, 3rd and 4th of July 

Times for these days will be available closer to the time. 

If you have any concerns regarding the learning of your child, and you can’t wait till the learning conferences, please make a 

time for a meeting with the class teacher after school and they can talk through progress. However, if the teachers have 

any major concerns, I’m sure they will have a chat with you as and when needed. So in reality, no news, is usually good news. 

 

EYFS – parents meeting 15th November 5pm 
Now that the children are settled into school, we would like to hold a meeting with the current reception parents who would 

like to find out more about what happens in class, what learning looks like in Reception, how children learn through play and 

generally a time to ask questions you didn’t know you had before and now do. If any other parents in different year groups 

would also like to find out about this, please also come along. Please email the office if you are able to attend to ensure we 

put out enough little seats (big ones can be requested if needed). 
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The governing body's core responsibilities 

We are very lucky as we have a wonderful group of volunteers who act as governors for our school. On the board there are 

local authority, church, community and parents representatives, so everyone in our local community is included. However, at 

the moment I feel that some of the parents are a little confused about the role of the governing body and in particular the 

role of the parent governors. The governing body is a strategic body not a group of people who initially make major 

decisions. They have appointed me as head teacher to undertake the day to day running of the school. Any major issues or 

purchases, I will discuss with some or if necessary all the governors my reasoning about these decision. If they are financial 

purchases and they ratify these decisions after often asking lots of questions to ascertain if our reasons are justified.  

Their core responsibilities involve: 

• Acting as a ‘critical friend’ to the Headteacher (where I can ask for them to be a sounding board for ideas) 

• Monitoring and evaluating the school’s progress (I share with them a detailed account of the progress of the children 

and a representative also attends meetings with a county chosen Progress Improvement Partner when I share with 

them the results) 

• Monitoring of the budgetary allocation and control (there is a finance committee who monitor spending and Mrs 

Kingston and myself recommend how we are to spend the school budget and the governors again ensure the 

accountability of how this money is spent) 

• They listening to the advice of the Headteacher when planning for the long term future of the school 

• Work with the school to set the school’s aims and values 

• Appointing senior members of staff including the Headteacher (a governor is involved in all of our appointments) 

The governing body is split into committees which are each responsible for discussing one topic in more detail, such as 

finance and curriculum. The committee discussions are fed back to the full governing body. 

As a parent, if there are concerns or if you would like to tell us what is happening well, particularly linked to what is 

happening in school, the first port of call is always the teacher and then myself. The governors are not able to help with 

individual concerns as their role is strictly strategic. I do hope this helps and clarifies their role as I do know a couple of 

our parent governors have had a parent knocking on their doors to ask questions …… not really their role. Please come and 

see us at school. 

Thurton School Website 

Recent forms for visits and events are available to download on the school website, www.thurton.norfolk.sch.uk, as well as 

the weekly newsletters, school information, diary dates and afterschool club forms. A copy of the newsletter will go on the 

outside door side of the school, and on the board in the school foyer. All newsletters will now be sent out via email, in a bid 

to reduce using paper, but there will be some extra copies available in the foyer if needed.  

 
 

After School Clubs 
There are some places left for Years 4-6 on the  CSF Multisports club (Fridays) starting after half term. The form is at 

the bottom of this newsletter so if your child is interested, please complete and hand into the office with payment.  

News letters 

Please complete the slip below to be added onto our email list – we want to go paperless in a bid to gain an environmental 

grant. So if you didn’t receive this by email please do let us have your email details, thank you. 

 

PTA Events and Information 

Christmas cards for sale 

Thurton Primary pupils have been busy making their own Christmas cards, and you will find your child’s card and slip in their 

book bags today. If you would like to buy a set, ready for Christmas, please complete and return the slip (enclosed with the 

card) and the card with payment to the School Office after half term. The cards will be £3 for a pack of five cards – each 

with your child’s unique image. 
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Christmas Puddings  

We are pleased to be selling wonderful puddings from the Ultimate Plum Pudding Company, at competitive prises. Please pick 

up a form from the school foyer. Prices start from £5.75 for a pudding serving 4. The PTA collects a percentage of the 

price, which is great for the school. 

Yellow Moon  
Help raise much needed funds for the school PTA by shopping at Yellow Moon. Simply log onto www.yellowmoon.co.uk, and 

add Thurton Primary school’s code to your buying list : STH22103. There’s lots of arts and crafts, so great for Christmas 

or rainy day activities, and you’ll be supporting your child’s school too. There are some catalogues in the school foyer.  

 

Design a Bag Competition  

We have had some great designs for the ‘Design a Bag’ competition, which was open to all pupils at Thurton Primary.  We will 

ask our external judge to go through them and select a winner, and we will announce the chosen design during next term. 

Thank you to all the young designers who entered - the designs are so good that we are thinking of selecting a runner-up 

for our Christmas pudding labels too!  

 

Bags 2 School – Friday 23rd November 

Hold off throwing linen and clothes out! The Bag 2 School collection will be at Thurton Primary on Friday 23rd November. 

The school receives 50p per kilo of donations. Look out for the bags which will be given out soon.  Now that is a way to raise 

funds by costing nothing and making space for Christmas! 

 

Unwanted CDs 

If you have any old unwanted music CDs or DVDs, then please pop them into the PTA’s red post box inside the school foyer. 

We are planning to sell them on to raise funds for school trips. 

 

Grand Prize Draw tickets 
The Grand draw tickets went home in the children's bookbags (5 books per family), please try to sell some tickets if you 

can. If you can't sell tickets we totally understand, and would appreciate any unused ticket books returned please. Tickets 

that have been sold please return stubs and money collected to the school office. Many thanks!  PTA 

 

 

Dates For Your Diary… 
EYFS – parents meeting 15th November 5pm 

Bags 2 School: Collection date Friday 23rd November 

Harvest Festival at St Ethelberts Church: Friday 26th October, 10.30am. All welcome! 

Learning Confs: Monday 3rd,  Tuesday 4th and Tuesday 11th December 

Winter fair: Friday 7th December. 3.15pm - 5pm 

Governor Meetings: Thursday 13th December 

Christmas production: KS1 Tuesday 18th December and KS2 Wednesday 19th December (2pm and 

5pm shows on each day) 

Christmas Church Service at St Ethleberts in Thurton: Friday 21st December, 10am. All welcome. 

Christmas around the tree: Friday 21st December, 2.30pm. All welcome. 

Sports Day: Friday 19th July 2013 

 

 

Mrs Cassandra Williams 

  


