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Friday 11 Jan 2013 

Happy New Year to you all! We hope that you have 

all enjoyed the Christmas break. The children have 

settled in very well this week, ready for the busy 

spring term ahead.  

 

Letter from David Laws MP Minister of State for Schools 
As you leave school next week, have a look at the door as you leave! I have put a copy of the letter we received from Mr 

David Laws MP congratulating us on our excellent results again last year! This is the second year in a row that we have 

received “the golden letter”, I’m sure you are a proud of this achievement as I am! 

Could we please ask whether any of our parents or families have a copy of the EDP from 14th December and 10th January 

which the school could have, as we have been told that our schools success has been mentioned in these newspapers, we 

would love to put a copy up for everyone to see. 

 

Outside School Care 
Last term, both Mrs Kingston and myself looked into who could run outside care for the children at our school. We have 

talked to a number of people, organisations and governors and investigated what happens at other schools. A number of 

options have become clear, but before we progress with any of these we must have firm numbers of who would attend 

outside school care on our school site or off site. As our off site option only caters for children up to 8 years old at the 

moment, we are in a quandary as to how to proceed. 

Option 1 

The Tiffin Nursery can offer after school care from 3.15 until 6pm for children 4 to 8 years old Monday to Thursday. They 

have a room that the children from school can go into to do homework and activities under the supervision of qualified 

staff.  

Prices:  

3.15 – 6pm £9 per child (includes 2 course meal) 

Hourly rate £3 per hour (includes a drink and a biscuit) 

Children would need to be pre-booked through Tiffin Nursery Tel: 01508 484040 

This can start January 2013. 

Option 2 

Thurton Primary School onsite, outside school care is a 2nd option. We would have to have guaranteed numbers of children 

to ensure that this option can break even, as we would have to employ staff. This option would use the school hall, which 

would mean that no other activities could use the hall after school including multi sports or tennis. It is not an option to use 

a classroom as teachers need to prepare for the following day. 

Prices: 

3.15 – 6pm £8 per child (this does not include a 2 course meal) 

Hourly rate £3 per hour (includes a drink and a biscuit) 

Children would need to be pre-booked through the member of staff who would run the provision and paid through the school 

office. 

This could start either Easter or September 2013. However, if the numbers decreased meant that it was unviable, then the 

facility would be withdrawn. 

Option 3 

An outside provider could use our facilities and organise outside school care for our children using our school hall.  

Option 4 

There are a range of child minders in the area which provide excellent support for children. We are happy to make a list of 

these for parents. If you provide these services let the office know. 

I have looked into gaining a grant to purposely build outside school care provision on the end of our building, next to year 2, 

however we need to have a group up and running successfully before grants can be awarded. 

I now need your help. If you would use either option 1 or 2 could you please fill in the form at the end of the newsletter and 

send back to school by Friday 18 January 2013. 
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This Week’s Topics 
Reception and Year 1  

The children have been thinking about what gifts they received at Christmas and have done some lovely writing and 

drawings about it. They have also been learning about the value of ‘courage’ in RE using the ‘Puddles Lends a Hand’ book. The 

class has also begun to learn about Philosophy for Children, looking at the book called ‘Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus’. 

Year 2 

This week the children’s activities have been based around the story of ‘Mr Bear and the Bear’ and they have produced 

some lovely artwork and enjoyed music and they will also be doing some drama on this topic. This story teaches children 

about how they should be to each other and also about looking after the animals around them. 

Year 3 and 4 

This week the class has been produced some lovely reflective writing about Christmas and have also been producing some 

work to send to an Indian school about traditional ‘Games We Play’. 

Year 5 and 6 

We have been learning about Shakespeare and have taken our inspiration from Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’. The class along 

with Year 3 and 4 also started to do a little bit of philosophy.  

 

Birthdays and Awards  
Birthday wishes to Rory, Harry, Jemima, Thomas and Aimee. We wish you all a very Happy Birthday. 

 

Well done to all our Big Stars! 

Reception and Year 1: Alfie Coles for brilliant maths this week and Jemima Wilson for being an awesome reader this week. 

Year 2: Jessica Stoker for a carefully observed drawing using a viewfinder and Liam Waters for thinking about his writing, 

to make sure his letters were neat and sat on the lines. 

Year 3 and 4: Whole class for knuckling down and being co-operative 

Year 5 and 6: Whole class for their amazing Shakespearean writing. 

 

Reminders 
Water Bottles 

Please could parents remember to provide their child/children with a named water bottle at school and if possible, please 

provide another water bottle for lunchtime. 

 

Wellies 

How exciting, snow is predicted!!!! With this forecast, could you please ensure that as the weather worsens, children have a 

pair of named wellies for travelling to and from school, but more importantly for outside play. If it has snowed, only wellied 

or snow shoed children will be able to build snow people. We do want everyone out!  

 

Next Weeks Activities – Monday 14th – Friday 18th January 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

In school event      

Lunchtime    Choir  

After school      
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Dates For Your Diary… 

February Half Term Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February 

Easter Service: 27th March 11am (at the church) 

Sports Day: Friday 19th July 2013 
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Outside school care 

 
Could you please complete this reply slip and return it to the office by Friday 18th January if you would use option 1 or 2 for 

outside school care.  

 

Option Name/s and ages of 

children who would 

attend 

Days would use Any other information 

Option 1 

Tiffin Nursery 

Yes/No 

 

 

 

  

Option 2 

Thurton School 

 

 

 

 

  

 

*Parents opting for Option 1 please indicate Yes or No in the Option 1 box if you are happy for me to share your details 

with Tiffin Nursery. 


