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Thursday 15th May 2014 
 

Welcome to this week’s Newsletter……… 
A ‘testing’ time at Thurton!! 
 

SATs 
Year 6 have been doing SATs this week, and, although they were extremely tough, the children did really well 

and we think they will make Mr Barber proud!  We also want to say THANK YOU! to Mrs Swiffen and Mrs 

Sanderson who helped make a lovely pre-SATs breakfast for the children. 

 

Year 3/4 Residential 
Firstly, on behalf of the school I wish to thank the staff Miss Banham, Ms Grint and Miss Gibson, a parent 

governor Mrs Coles and parent Mrs Lutkin, who gave up their family time to go on camp with the children in year 

3 and 4.  

 

For a very large number of children this was the first time camping under canvas and a few children the first 

time being away from home. I know that the staff had very little sleep over the three days ensuring that the 

children were happy, safe and had a brilliant time. The staff have appreciated the parents who have thanked 

them for their effort to make this as successful as possible. 

 

Unfortunately, we have heard of a rumour circulating amongst parents suggesting that peanut butter sandwiches 

had been prepared and given to the children at camp for lunch.  Any allergy concerns for both staff and pupils, 

are taken extremely seriously, both at school and off site, and the risks are controlled accordingly. 

 

At no time during the Holt Hall visit were any peanut butter sandwiches made, handled or given to children from 

our school.  In truth, a supervising adult from Holt Hall had mistakenly brought a peanut butter sandwich from 

home for her lunch on the first day.  After realising the health and safety implications, she withdrew herself 

from the children so everyone was kept safe.  I hope this clarifies this issue.  

 

I would rather that we focus on the very many positives that have come out of the fantastic residential to Holt 

Hall, the social and emotional benefits for the children are significant, and may I thank again the staff and 

volunteers who made this great trip happen. 
 

Family Lunch – request please! 
Please could parents of Year 3/4 and 5/6 children who have requested to attend the Family Lunch on Wednesday 

next week come into the office to reschedule.  A trip to the Reepham Countryside Classroom has been previously 

organised and it would be a shame for parents to miss having lunch with their children! Sorry for the mix-up!   

 

All Present & Correct 
As you know, improving attendance is extremely important to Team Thurton, as it has a huge impact on our Ofsted 

performance.  As part of our team, we want to keep you up to date with the overall attendance, which is currently 

96%, down from 98.7% before the Christmas holidays.  There is room for improvement, but well done to Year 2 

and Year 5/6, whose attendance has been fantastic so far this year – 99%!!!   
 

Year 5 Cycling Proficiency 
We had two groups taking part in the cycling proficiency session this year.  All the children have been working 

really hard to learn how to safely cycle on the roads, and we are really proud of them all for doing so well!   
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Jamie’s Game 
The winner of the recent competition we ran at school for one of our pupils to be a Mascot at Norwich City 

Football Club for the celebrity Jamie’s Game 2, a charity football match to raise money for the NCFC Sporting 

Light appeal, was Christopher Husband.  Well done Christopher! 

 

New Finance Officer 
We are really pleased to announce that we have appointed a new permanent Finance Officer.  Debbi Risborough 

will be joining us in June.  We would like to thank the School Council for interviewing the candidates and for their 

helpful feedback.  We would also like to thank Mrs Wendy McGill, School Governor, for helping in the interview 

process.  We are sure Ms Risborough will fit in really well at Team Thurton, and we hope everyone will make her 

feel welcome! 

 

Next Term’s Clubs 
There are a few changes to the after school clubs running next half-term.  If your child is interested in any of 

them, please put their name on the list in the office even if you attend the club already – our clubs operate on 

a first-come-first-serve basis.  If you are unable to physically get into school to put your child’s name down, 

please email the office who will be happy to do this for you (subject to space being available).   

 

We would also like to remind parents that once a child has signed up to a club, where there is a charge, payment 

for the full half-term is required, even if your child doesn’t attend all sessions (please see our Charging & 

Remissions Policy on the school website).  Even for clubs where there is no charge, it is just as important that 

children who sign up for a club do attend, and make use of the space that could have been given to another child.  

For sports clubs, it is even more important, as it can be difficult to run a session with only half a dozen children! 
 

Art Club - Sadly, Sarah is unable to run Art Club next term.  It has been a real success and we would like to 

thank Sarah for running the club this year. 
 

The Decopatch Club - We are very excited to have a new club running on Wednesdays after school next half-

term.  Andrea Wilson (Emily & Jemima’s mum) will be running this club for us, which will be decorating new and 

‘upcycled’ items using paper and glue, children can either create a new project each week, or make one big project.  

There will also be themed weeks for Father’s Day, Halloween & Christmas.  This club is limited to 10 children, 

and costs £5 per session which includes all materials.  If your child is interested, please put their name on the 

list in the office.  As with our other clubs, payment needs to be made half-termly in advance.  
 

Cooking Club  - After the half-term holiday Cooking Club will be running on a Wednesday and will be open to Years 

3,4,5 & 6.  
 

Rugby Club – next half-term this club will be opened up to Year 3 as well as Years 4, 5 & 6.  Please could any 

parents who have not yet paid for this half-term (or last half-term) bring payment into the office before the 

end of term.  Please check with the office if you are not sure how much you owe.  As mentioned above, if your 

child signed up for the club the full payment will be due, even if they have not attended all sessions, as we have 

to cover the cost of having Dave Tieuti come in to school to run the club. 

 
Day Club Years Time Price 

Monday TAG Rugby 3, 4, 5 & 6 3.15-4.15 £3 per session (£24 for 8 sessions) 

Wednesday Cooking  3, 4, 5 & 6  3.15-4.30 £3 per session (£24 for 8 sessions) 

Wednesday The Decopatch Club 1-6 3.15 – 4.30 £5 per session (£40 for 8 sessions,  includes materials) 

Thursday Rounders 2, 3 & 4 3.15 – 4.15 No charge 

Thursday Music Music 3.15 – 4.15 No charge 

Friday Gardening Rec – Yr 6 3.15 – 4.15 £3 per session (£21 for 7 sessions) 
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PTA Update  
- The Easter Bingo made a profit of £170, thanks to everyone involved! 

- Rainbow day and the cake sale at the end of last term raised £80. 

- The PTA, together with a donation from the Cason family, have helped the school purchase Scaffold 

Chimes for the playground and have also made a donation to the Lunchtime Supervisory Team to purchase 

additional outdoor toys. 

- They are also assisting in the cost of transport for the KS1 trip to the Ringsfield EcoCentre in June.   

 

Simply Schoolwear Switches to PMG Schoolwear on Friday 16th May 
Our school uniform provider has merged, and has a new website for uniform to be purchased online – 

www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk 

 

The Sun has got his hat on……. 
As the weather is (hopefully!) getting warmer, please could we remind parents that the children should bring a 

sun hat to school and should be wearing sun cream.  We have also noticed that, despite the item in a recent 

Newsletter, not all the children are coming to school with a full water bottle – this is really important to keep 

the children alert and ready to learn, so please could we ask that everyone brings in their water bottle.  Thank 

you! 

 

Reminder! 
Please could all items of children’s clothing be clearly named, so that we can reunite them with their owners 

should they get separated!!! 

 

This Week’s Topics 

 

Reception/Yr 1: This week the children have been making their ‘Impressions of Africa’ collages and looking at 

the patterns on animals coats. 
 

Yr 2: The children in Year 2 have been busy with SATs this week! 
 

 

Yr 3/4: After their Residential trip to Holt Hall this week the children in Year 3/4 have been doing follow-up 

work on this. 
 

Yr 5/6: SATs, assessments and more SAT’s for Year 5/6 this week! 
 

Last Week’s Big Stars! 
 

Reception/Yr 1:  

Josh – for a super factual poster about Cheetahs 

Isabel – for showing fantastic enthusiasm about our Handa’s Surprise story and our Africa topic 
 

Yr 2:  

All of year 2 for fantastic rainforest artwork! 
 

Yr 3/4:  

The whole class for their dedication to their assessments. 
 

Yr 5/6:  

Eden - for using her initiative in doing some super independent work at home. 
 

 

http://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk/
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…..And the week before that!! 
 

Reception/Yr 1:  

Eva – for an informative non-fiction book about Giraffes 

Danielle – for a lovely Handa’s Surprise picture using the paint program on the computer. 
 

Yr 2:  

Bethany for fantastic rainforest homework 

 

Yr 3/4:  

Aimee for her really hard work in all areas of maths 

 

Yr 5/6:  

Kitty – for producing some great artwork 

Ashley – for his first width of independent swimming!      

    

Birthdays  

This week birthday wishes go to Pippa – and we hope Emma and Jessica had a very happy birthday too!! 

 

Monday 19th May 2014 – Friday 23rd May 2014  
 

Please note – Instalment 6 (£35) for Year 5/6 Residential is due on Monday 19th May. 
 

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
In school 

event 

 Dance Festival – 

Hobart High 

School (Yrs 1 & 

2) 

 

Yr 5 (Group 2) 

Cycling 

Proficiency 

Test 

Countryside 

Classroom Visit  

 

(Yrs 3/4 & 5/6) 

 
 

 

Whole School 

Buddha Day 

Rainbow Day 

PE Multi –Sports – 

Dance 

Lunchtime Families Lunch Families Lunch Families Lunch Families Lunch 

Choir 

 Families Lunch 

After school TAG Rugby 

(Yrs 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Cooking Club 

(Yrs  1&2) 

 The Decopatch Club  

(Yrs 1-6) 

Rounders Club 

(Yrs 2,3, & 4) 

 

Music Club  

(Yrs 3/4  & 5/6) 
 

 

PTA Cake Sale 

 

Gardening Club  

(Rec – Yr 6)  
 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary… 
- 17th May – Bergh Apton Mystery Plays Dress Rehearsal (Yr 5/6) 

- 13th June – PTA Family Bingo Night (5.30-7pm) 

9th July - Summer disco (all year groups) 


