
Modern Foreign 
Languages –

German



At Thurton C of E Primary School, we aspire for children to have as many opportunities to learn 
about and connect with the wider world as possible. One of the ways we do this is through the 

teaching of languages in KS2, specifically German. 
We aim for our children to leave KS2 with the ability to read, speak and write in German so that 
they can express their ideas and opinions in another language, as well as being exposed to familiar 

stories in the German language. This gives children a great opportunity to practise oracy and 
literacy more generally too.  

As part of our teaching of German, children also learn about German traditions, what school life 
is like, about German towns and cities, about German currency and much more. We hope that 

children will leave Thurton not just with an ability to read, write and speak the German 
language, but also with a deeper understanding and respect of different countries and cultures, 

using their learning about Germany as a brilliant starting point.
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Characterisitics of good LINGUISTS AT THUrton c of e primary school

 PATIENT AND PERSEVERING: 
learning a language doesn’t just happen 

overnight! Linguists need to be patient and 
persevere when they are learning a new 

language – eventually they will get there!

 PROBLEM SOLVING: 
sometimes linguists might need to 

use some problem solving/code 
breaking skills to work out what a 

word or sentence means using what 
they already know about the 

language. You can work out a lot 
more than you think using these 

skills!

 AWARENESS AND 
UNDERSTANDING: when 

learning a language, it’s important to 
have an awareness and understanding 

of the history and culture of the 
country that you are learning the 

language of.

 CONFIDENCE: there is lots of speaking 
involved when learning a language! A 

linguist needs to be confident to speak to 
others in the language that they are 

learning and not be worried about making 
mistakes - we’re all learning!

 FLUENCY IN READING AND 
WRITING: linguists read and write in 

a completely new language so it’s 
important that they are confident in 

reading and writing in their own 
language first!



If you enjoy Languages you could become…

A teacher

An interpreter

A translator

A tour guide

A writer

A project manager

A flight steward/stewardess 



Learning of the German language is implemented in a variety of different ways at Thurton C of E 
Primary School. Children in KS2 enjoy 45 minutes of learning German each week and the lessons are 

always structured to make time for revisiting prior learning at the start, followed by an introduction to 
new learning. Children have lots of opportunities to practise new learning within each lesson, both 

verbally and normally with a little activity. We use dual coding to help support children who are not yet 
secure with reading German writing.

We also teach German through song, starting every lesson with our ‘Hallo! Wie Geht’s?’ song and using 
other songs throughout our topics, such as ‘Körperteil Blues’ and ‘Die Jahresuhr’, which the children love 

and also helps to consolidate their learning.
We study an abridged version of a familiar story each year as part of our German learning (The Very 

Hungry Caterpiller, The Gruffalo, The Rainbow Fish and a range of traditional fairytales). Because these 
stories are familiar to the children, they are able to identify new vocabulary much more easily and have a 

chance to retell the stories in German too.
Children have special lessons around Christmas, Easter, St. Martin’s Day and starting school, where they 
learn about German traditions and often get to do a craft or try some German food that links to the 

celebration.
Each unit of learning is presented to the children as a learning journey with a clearly defined end point 
which will demonstrate their understanding. This allows the children to understand the small steps in 

learning that need to take place to achieve the larger goal at the end of the journey. 
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German is overseen by one member of staff which ensures that prior and future learning are known and 
understood and learning is progressive across the four years. Due to the fact that learning is constantly 
revisited, children become increasingly confident throughout KS2 and the learning becomes much more 

ambitious over the four years.
Children assess and correct their written learning throughout lessons and spoken German is peer assessed 
and may also be corrected by the teacher. In this way, children are aware of what they are doing well 

and how to improve. 
Mini-assessments may be used throughout the year to get a further understanding of the children’s 

capability.
Children’s attainment is reported twice a year to parents in their school reports.

Children really enjoy their German lessons at Thurton. They will leave school being able to understand 
and use basic German confidently as well as having a good understanding of German culture and life. We 

hope that children will take the transferrable skills they have developed when going on to study any 
language in High School.
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