
History



At Thurton C of E Primary School, we aim to deliver a high quality history curriculum which 
ignites an excitement and passion for learning about Britain’s past, as well as the key histories of 

some countries around the world. 
Children will have a chronological and coherent knowledge and understanding of a number of 

time periods throughout British history and will be able to articulate this knowledge using a range 
of key vocabulary. An increasing focus as the children move through the school will be learning to 

think critically about the way information is presented as they study a range of sources and 
consider how people’s lives have changed.  Learning is progressive through the school and children 

will build upon prior learning of content and skills.
Children will leave Thurton C of E Primary as experts on a range of different historical periods as 

well as having a life-long love of history learning!

HISTORY: INTENT



Characterisitics of good HISTORIANS AT THUrton c of e primary school

 CURIOSITY: Historians only find 
out about different people and 

events in the past because they are 
curious about what came before! 

 EMPATHY: Historians are constantly 
trying to understand what life was like 
for people in the past, why people have 

made certain choices and how those 
choices impact our lives today. They 

need a great level of understanding and 
empathy for people from the past to do 

this.

 RESPECT: Historians often work 
with old and very delicate artefacts. 
Treating these things carefully and 
with respect is really important! 

They used to belong to other people! 

Being a Historian is a bit like being a detective!

 CONFIDENCE: a historian may 
have to debate and discuss their 

findings with other people. They need 
to be confident in what they think 

and have the confidence to share this 
with others who may not agree!

 GOOD AT USING EVIDENCE: 
sometimes Historians won’t get all the 
answers straight away. They need to be 
good at using a variety of evidence to 
uncover the most accurate truth about 

the past!

 QUESTIONING: a good 
historian does not accept 

everything that they hear or read. 
They want to find the truth about 
the past and sometimes have to 
dig a bit deeper to uncover it. 



If you enjoy History you could become…

A historian 

A teacher

An archeologist

A librarian

A lawyer

An archivist (working with old documents)

A museum curator

A historical building inspector/conservator 

(making sure old buildings are safe and protected)

A tour guide 



The children will have a chance to practise the key historical skills throughout the school in a 
progressive manner, as well as covering the key content laid out in the National Curriculum. 

We have a topic based approach to learning which means that history teaching is fully 
immersive and children have a wide variety of cross-curricular learning experiences. Our 
learning is often enquiry based, meaning children develop an ability to collect and present 

their views to answer an overarching question, which often leads to a deeper level of learning 
and understanding.   

Each unit of learning is presented to the children as a learning journey with a clearly defined 
end point which will demonstrate their understanding. This allows the children to understand 
the small steps in learning that need to take place to achieve the larger goal at the end of the 

journey. 

History: Implementation



Teachers will have a good understanding of prior and future learning in history and will, 
wherever possible, link history teaching to what children have learnt before and what they 

will go on to learn so children are confident on how the different time periods link with each 
other. Teachers will also be explicit on the skills children are using so children are clear on 
how and why they are completing particular tasks. As children move through the learning 

journey, they are able to track how well they have performed at each stop through the use of 
colour coded feedback. At the end of each learning journey, knowledge and skills are reviewed 
and assessed. This may be done through answering historical enquiry questions, learning cafes 

in which the children can present their learning, curriculum days or literacy writing.
More broadly, children will understand how key people, events, conflicts and inventions have 
influenced and shaped our world today and will be able to take these lessons and apply them 

to their thinking about the future.

History: Impact


