
  
How accurate is ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ as 

a representation of Viking life? 

 

The pupils’ learning this term will 

focus on establishing which elements 

of the film ‘How to Train Your 

Dragon’ are historically accurate, 

thoroughly researching Viking life in 

order to do so! Children will also 

engage with myths and legends 

from the Viking period, spending 

time studying the story of Beowulf 

through literacy and drama. 

They will also use art to create 

Viking figureheads and science to 

grow Viking herb gardens. 

The year will finish with a History 

Day, celebrating all the learning 

from throughout the year!  
 

Class novel:  

How to Train your 

Dragon –Cressida 

Cowell 

Beowulf – Michael 

Morpurgo  

The Saga of Eric the 

Viking – Terry Jones 

 

Starting Point:  

Children will start the 

topic by watching ‘How 

to Train Your Dragon’ 

and consider all the 

elements this may 

teach us about Viking 

life, predicting which of 

these will be accurate 

and which are not. 

Finishing Point:  

History Day at the end 

of the Summer Term  

Learning Outside the 

Classroom:  

 

Class residential 

Other recommended 

reads:  
The Dragons Hoard(Stories 

from Viking Sagas)Lari Don 

and Cate James 

There’s a Viking in my Bed – 

Jeremy Strong. 

The Time Travelling Cat and 

the Viking Terror – Julia 

Jarman 

History: Pupils will 

learn about Viking 

raids as part of their 

invasion to conquer 

Britain until the time 

of Edward the 

Confessor.   

Science: children will 

study the function of 

different parts of 

flowering plants and will 

explore what plants need 

on order to grow 

healthily. They will learn 

how seeds are dispersed. 

They will have the 

opportunity to plant, 

and look after, a Viking 

Herb Garden.  

Art: Using charcoal they 

will design a figure head 

for a Viking Longship.  

Using clay children will 

make a set of Rune Stones.  

Literacy:  

Literacy learning will 

be based around our 

class texts ‘How to 

Train Your Dragon’ 

and ‘Beowulf’, as well 

as our learning about 

Viking mythology. 

The children will write 

stories, speeches and 

wanted posters.  

Geography:  

Children will use maps 

of Europe to discover 

where the Vikings came 

from and also study 

maps of England to see 

where Vikings settled. 

 DT: children will make a 

Viking rune purse that 

they have designed 

themselves.  

Computing:   
 

Music:  

Charanga 

RE:  

How have/do religious 

groups contribute 

to society?  

 


