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At Thurton Church of England Primary School we aim to support all pupils, including those 

who experience special educational needs at any point in their school lives. We aim to ensure 

that all children can access the curriculum, build on their achievements, celebrate their 

strengths and develop their self-esteem through the implementation of the SEN Code of 

Practice. We aim to foster a ‘Can-Do’ culture through our ‘Team Thurton’ ethos, believing that 

every child has the right to a sense of achievement. 

We acknowledge that children vary widely in their abilities and competencies. We are 

committed to meeting individual needs through our topic-based curriculum which is broken 

into small steps of learning through our ‘Tube map’ approach (Appendix 1). Some children 

will require greater support to reach their potential. These children may be described as 

having Special Educational Needs.  

There are a number of factors that could help identify Special Educational Needs. These 

could include 

 a slower rate of progress than peers 

 significant interruption to education 

 difficulty managing behaviour and adapting to school routines 

 a physical or sensory impairment that affects learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Aims for this Policy 

 To strive to provide full curriculum access for all children including those with Special 

Educational Needs through high-quality teaching in a caring and nurturing 

environment. We want our children to develop skills, knowledge and attitudes that 

will enable them to learn and succeed throughout their lives. 

 To provide support for all children that will enable them to participate in all aspects 

of school life and to the best of their ability, whatever their needs, within the 

guidance of the Code of Practice. 

 To identify pupils as soon as possible who require extra support (through teaching 

support or resources) and assess specific needs, being aware that these needs can 

develop at any point in a child’s schooling.  

 To work in partnership with parents in the process of identification, assessment, 

planning, execution and reviewing of required support.  

 To engage with external agencies and professionals where it is felt that specialist 

support would be appropriate. 

 To promote the development of self-esteem, sense of self-worth and enthusiasm 

towards learning and achievements and ensure that all success is celebrated.  

 

Learners with a Special Educational Need 

Definition of Special Educational Needs (SEND) -The Code of Practice (2015) states  

A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 

special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a 

young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: (a) have a significantly greater 

difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or (b) have a disability 

which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally 

provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 

institutions. A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if they fall 

within the definition at (a) or (b) above or would so do if special educational provision was 

not made for them (Clause 20 Children and Families Act)  

Definition of Disability  

The Equality Act (2010) defines a disabled person as someone who has: ‘a physical or mental 

impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out 

normal day-to-day activities.’ 

There may be times during a pupil’s schooling when it may be felt that they have a Special 

Educational Need. At this time, such pupils will be provided with intervention or support 

that is additional to or different from the support generally given to all children of the same 

age. The length of time that this provision is required for will vary according to the individual 

and the need experienced.  

 



Some pupils will require adaptations to classroom routines, arrangements of expectations if 

they experience physical or sensory needs. Reasonable adjustments will be made for such 

pupils.  

Some pupils may require a more specialist curriculum or specialist external support in order 

to experience progress in their learning.  

 

Guiding Principles 

 The views of individual children are sought. Children’s opinions, contributions and 

thoughts towards their targets and learning will be valued.  

 The views of those with parental responsibility will be sought and their contributions 

towards their child’s learning and progress will be valued. 

 There will be a regular review of needs to ensure that provision is tightly tailored to 

match a pupil’s needs. This will include discussion with those with parental 

responsibility through termly learning conferences.  

 All children will be encouraged to have high aspirations through access to a broad 

and balanced curriculum which ensures that they have equal opportunities to their 

peers. 

 The classroom environment will be supportive to a child’s Special Educational Needs. 

 Additional support should be provided within the classroom wherever possible. This 

could be through an adapted small group task, through additional or different 

resources, through the support of a teacher/teaching assistant, through the use of 

digital technology.  

 Additional support can be provided through the delivery of a tailored programme of 

interventions – such as the delivery of phonic sessions – to address specific gaps in 

learning that are preventing a child from progressing. Progress will be closely 

monitored by the class teacher and will part of the Assess Plan Do Review cycle. The 

SENDCo will oversee the progress of these children and provide guidance on the next 

steps of learning.  

 

Identification of Pupils with SEND 

At Thurton Church of England Primary school we support a variety of children with SEND 

needs. These include: 

 Speech Language and Communication: pupils who experience challenges in 

communicating with others. This could be expressive language 

(explaining/expressing themselves to others), receptive language (understanding 

what others are telling them). 

 Social Communication and Interaction: understanding the social conventions of 

social interaction. This could include relating to others, difficulties with imaginative 

play or understanding how friendships ‘work’.  



 Learning and Cognition: pupils who are working at a level below that of their peers in 

one or more subject or skill and/or at a slower pace. This is particularly applicable to 

literacy or numeracy skills. Pupils may experience difficulties in attending to, starting 

or completing tasks. They may be easily distracted and find it challenging to 

concentrate over periods of time.  They may experience difficulties with working 

memory and retaining taught skills or concepts. They may experience difficulty with 

understanding new concepts.  

Some children will experience a Specific Learning Difficulty (SPLD). This could 

include: dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia or dysgraphia.  

 Social Emotional and Mental Health: This includes pupils who may be experiencing a 

wide range of social and emotional difficulties, which can manifest themselves in 

many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying 

challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect 

underlying mental health difficulties such as anxiety or depression, self-harming, 

substance misuse, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are medically 

unexplained. Other children and young people may have disorders such as attention 

deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder. 

 Sensory and Physical/Medical: This could include sensory needs (hearing 

impairment, visual impairment or multi-sensory impairment) or physical needs. 

Pupils might require appropriate equipment and/or support and adaptations in 

order to access the teaching and learning they need. Some pupils may have a 

diagnosis such as autism or mental health difficulties. 

When identifying needs we consider the whole child and seek to understand the cause of 

their difficulties. By identifying the need within the broader categories listed above, relevant 

action can be planned to support pupils in making future progress in learning. 

Other factors which may be significant in the identification of a need, could include 

attendance, health and welfare, pupils who have English as an additional language, being in 

receipt of Pupil Premium Grant, being a Looked After child or bereavement.  

Where a need has been identified, pupils will be added to the SEND record for support and 

the class teacher will monitor progress. Where there may be a specialist need for external 

support the SENDCo will make the relevant referrals.  

 

A Graduated approach 

Quality first teaching:  

Every effort will be made to educate pupils with SEND alongside their peers in their age-

appropriate classroom. Regular training and learning opportunities for staff are provided 

within school to ensure that all staff are up-to-date with teaching methods that will aid the 

progress of all pupils, including those with special educational needs.  

Children whose progress is beginning to fall outside of the range of expected academic 

achievement will be monitored.  



Once they have been identified as possibly having additional needs, staff working closely 

with the pupil will gather information which will inform them of their level of learning and 

possible difficulties.  

The Class teacher will ensure that differentiated and scaffolded learning opportunities are 

provided that will aid progress and that will enable them to get a fuller picture of the needs 

and teaching style that will be most suitable.  

The SENDCo will be consulted for support and advice and may observe the pupil within their 

class and will review written work and the anecdotal records of staff working in the class. 

Those with parental responsibility will be invited to share any concerns or observations that 

they may have regarding the pupil. This could be through an informal meeting or, where 

appropriate, through the termly Pupil Progress Meeting. 

Classroom strategies will be used to manage behavioural needs of the pupil. Small group 

support may be used to address learning needs or well-being. 

An informal termly review of progress will be made and shared at the learning conference 

for the pupil and a decision will be made whether the concern/need has been addressed, is 

being met or persists.  

 

SEND Support 

Where it is felt that a child has a Special Educational Need, parents will be consulted and a 

decision to formally acknowledge the need will be made. The pupil will be added to the 

Special Need Record within school and an Identification of Need Descriptor Form INDES will 

be completed and submitted to the Local Authority to recognise the need.  This is to ensure 

that effective provision can be put in place and barriers to learning are recognised and 

supported.  

Support will follow the four-step cycle of ASSESS-PLAN-DO-REVIEW which is stipulated 

within the Code of Practice. It is an ongoing cycle which is reviewed and revised as the pupil 

moves through their schooling. Its goal is to ensure that the most effective support has been 

put in place in order to achieve good progress and outcomes for the pupil. 

All pupils on SEN Support will have a pupil passport (Appendix 2) which is updated at least 

termly. This is a profile of the pupil’s strengths, barriers, strategies for general support, 

specific targeted support being received, a record of success of previous support measures, 

a record of any internal assessments carried out, a chronology of outside support and most 

importantly the pupil voice. Additionally, for each support/intervention being carried, out 

class teachers will have records of the specific target being addressed, the criteria for 

success/markers of progress and how the child fared during each support session. Both of 

these documents work together to inform the ASSESS-PLAN-DO-REVIEW cycle.  

 

https://www.schools.norfolk.gov.uk/pupil-needs/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/identification-of-need-and-inclusive-provision


ASSESS: This will involve an analysis of the pupil’s needs and will draw upon several sources 

of information and could include; 

 the class teacher’s assessment and experience in working with the pupil 

 details of previous progress and attainment 

 consideration of national attainment data 

 the views and experiences of parents 

 the pupils views 

 advice from external agencies 

 

PLAN: The SENDCo, class teacher and parents will discuss and agree what adjustments, 

interventions or additional support are suitable to meet the specific need that has been 

identified. This will be recorded on the pupil’s passport and where specific interventions are 

taking place, a Plan Do Review record sheet will also be used to record observations and 

progress. This record sheet will include what the targeted impact on progress will be and a 

date for review. Wherever possible parents will be offered strategies to support the target 

at home.  

DO: The planned support will remain the responsibility of the class teacher on a day-to-day 

basis, including working closely with other staff involved in implementing interventions 

which may be delivered in a small group or individually. They will work closely with teaching 

assistants and support staff in planning and assessing the delivery and impact of support. 

The SENDCo will provide support where needed, particularly when assessing pupils and 

advising on effective implementation and strategies.  

REVIEW: Reviews of the impact of support will be made regularly. It will be summarised on a 

termly basis and recorded on the pupil’s passport. However, reviews of individual 

interventions may take place far more frequently than this and targets reset as small steps 

of forward progress are made. When reviewing the impact of support, the views of the 

pupils and, where relevant the parent, will be taken into account. Where it is felt that more 

specialist support is required, (this could be where there is a sustained period of insufficient 

progress), this will be discussed with the SENDCo and following discussions with those with 

parental responsibility, referrals to specialist outside agencies can be made.  

Information gained from the review process will be combined with updated ‘assess’ 

information and the cycle restarts. 

Referral for an EHCP plan: After at least two cycles of the ASSESS, PLAN, DO, REVIEW 

process and the support of specialist services, it may be felt that a pupil requires further 

support due to significant difficulties that they are experiencing and the school may decide 

to apply for an Education Health Care Plan. This involves a multi-agency approach, whereby 

a combination of information from parents, teachers, SENDCo, external agencies, health or 

social care professionals is submitted to the Local Authority for consideration. A decision will 

be made by a panel of professionals as to whether the child is eligible. Further information 

on this process can be found at: 



https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer/education-and-

learning/support-for-learning/education-health-and-care-ehc-plans 

 

 

Inclusion of pupils with SEN 

The Headteacher, SEND governor and SENDCo oversee the SEND policy and are responsible 

for its effective implementation throughout the school, including learning outside of the 

classroom. 

The school curriculum is regularly reviewed and monitored to ensure that it promotes the 

inclusion of all pupils. Teachers planning follows a visual ‘tube stop’ approach so that pupils 

are able to see and track the path of their learning. The ‘tube stop’ plans include strategies 

for staff to scaffold the learning within each journey to support the needs of pupils with 

SEN. 

Where relevant the school will seek advice from external agencies surrounding individual 

pupils needs in accessing the curriculum.  

 

Evaluation  

Governors monitor provision for SEN. They receive reports from the Headteacher as part of 

the half-termly Headteacher’s report to governors. Funding, strategies, approaches, 

challenges and resources are discussed along with the impact that these are making to our 

SEN group of children. These may be compared with previous years’ results to give a general 

impression of the success of the policy. The Governors are also kept informed of the 

number of children with EHCPs or receiving additional support within school. 

 

Complaints procedure 

If a parent or carer has any concerns or complaints regarding the care or welfare of their 

child, the class teacher should be approached in the first instance. Following this, an 

appointment can be made with the Headteacher or SENDCo who will do their best to 

resolve the situation. The Head and SENDCo will be able to advise further on the school’s 

complaint procedure if the concern is not satisfactorily resolved.  

 

In Service training 

We aim to keep all school staff up-to-date with relevant training and developments in 

teaching practice in relation to the needs of pupils with SEND. The SENDCo attends relevant 

courses provided by the Local Authority and by VNET, in addition to termly meetings with a 

member of the Virtual School for SEN.  

 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer/education-and-learning/support-for-learning/education-health-and-care-ehc-plans
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer/education-and-learning/support-for-learning/education-health-and-care-ehc-plans
https://thurton.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Concerns-and-Complaints-Procedure-2019-1.pdf


Links to support services 

The school continues to build strong working relationships and links with external support 

service in order to fully support our SEND pupils and aid inclusion.  These include local 

authority advisors, Respectrum advisory services, the Inclusion Team, Schools 2 Schools 

support, Calm Life support and Parent Support Services.  

 

A signed hard copy of this policy is available for inspection in the school office. 
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Appendix 2 – Sample of opening two pages of a Pupil Passport 

 



 


